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' Although the systematic study of bdlack people is much
- needed and long overdue, black studies prograss as they exist are
faced with problems and pressures concerning the way they have been
.-created. Pesponding toiblack students demand for such programs, in

'~ ~ sgome cases colleges have acted in haste and neither have recruited

well-trained, intellectually accosplished scholars in black studies,’
nor students who have the command of language or of systematic .
_analysis necessary to nee; exacting standards., The particular . B
direction these programs have taken can be understood against the .
background of the educational situation of black students and of the
push for increased black enrollnents, creating many cases of
sissatchment of students v wiith institutions, That the future of
special black s*udies programs and depar nents looks grim is a
viewpoint that is a iewpoih‘ that is not shared by the second
contributor to this enphle Here, black studies are defended, for
they represent the most likely institutional structure under; which
courses of and abou‘]blecks are best organized and taught..T e
probleas of black stu&zes can be solved through proper brganlzetion
and sciertific conceptualizations, Where universities dre able to
organize and staff goo{l black studies prograss, they should do so.
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ONE VIEWPOINT

By THOMAS SOWELL
Economist, Urban Institute,
y Washington, DC.

T Like everything ha
studies 1s different in thec
in reality. The systematic
ot black people—in the fnited
States and or arou e world
—is much needed and long ™
overdue, This says nothing about
whether black studies programs as
théy actually exist are doing a
guud 1ob or a bad job, orwhether
they can be eapected in the fong
run to contribute to the solutions
or to the problems. [tis significant
that some outstmding scholars
who have devoted their lives to
the study of black people are
among the bitterest eritics of black
studies programs. .
. The probicms of black studies
programs are not problems with
the field of study but w ith the way
these’ programs were created and
the pressures generated within
them. After years of ignoring the
study of black people. colleges
and uniyersities all over the coun-

', try suddenly started setting up

> black studics programs at the

sanie timne. .

Sinee it takes many years to pre-
pare and train a scholar and
educator in any field, in no field
can the supply of competent pro-
fessors be increased quickly. It
the schools had suddenly tried to
increase their courses in astrono-
my or mathematics tenfold over-

y than
study

D Sowell has tagght coononies at seyveral
unnorsifies He evpresaes his condern for
fellow blaghs s book, Bluch Ediiation
Alviisand Travedios, publontiedin 1972 by
David MeR.ay Co To,
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night. these ficlds would also have
suffered a sharp detertoration in
quality. As they quickly ex-
hausted the existing pool of schol-
ars. they would bave been forced
tor resort to those less qualified
and ultimately to "warm bodies.”
This has been the fate of black
studies—and it has nothing to do
with the subject matter, only with
the circumstances,

A crucial factor in the estab-
“lishment of blach studics pro-

arams has been the pressure of
plack students for such programs.
This is why colleges iind universi-
ties have aced insuch haste and
all at the same time, Students
influence gver these departients
has generally been much greater
than their influence oy er tradi-
tional departments. and it'is not
uncommon in black studies
deparuments tor students to have
cither the power to select faculty
or 10 velo appointments.

Leaving aside philosophical
questions as o whether students
should have such powers, the fact
that they frave much more power in
black studies departments than in
any other depyrtments makes
black studics a less attractive op-
tion (o Faculty members who are

"¢ good endugh to be able to pick

and choose among competing

affers. There is no attraction in

having a‘job in which continua-
tion and promotion depend on
saying wnat the students want to
hear.

Perhaps the greatest handicap
to recruiting well-trained and in-
telleciually accomplished schol-

" ars as black studies faculty mem-

bers is simiply the low quality of

O

RIC = . .=

v

Iy

T

Py




such programs to begin with., Any
orgamzation tends to attract peo-
plessimilar to those who age
already in that orgamization.

At the outset, there were simply
not enouegh real scholars to man
all the black studies programs that
were ereated overnight, But evea
as more dble and well-trained
voung schotars in black histoy,
black so¢ 1logy., and so on have
a.umrnurﬁl“m;) gradiate schools.
they hans ¢ tended 1o avoid black
shirches programs th: i would make
them colleagues of men who were
selected for their idedlogy o
charisma and who has ¢ litthe o1, no
academic standing in the college

*Or university.

The reluctanee of talented
scholars to aceeptappointments
that would compromise their own
standing or development is some-
times matched by it reluctance o

; Dlack studies departments o hire
such peesons even when they are
available.

in some cases. the college or
uniy ersity has recruited many
black students who lack the com-
mand of language or of sy stematic
analvsis neeessary 10 meet exact -
img standards. The insgitution is
then driven by the logic of the
situation 1o seek similarly defi-
cient teachers and adminis-
trators ol special programs as
peopic to whom the students can
Trefate.”

Atsome institutions, black
scholars with strong academic
records have been rejected for
such positions precisely because
ol their conrpetence, Inmore ¢x-
treme cases, black studices ofticials
have acquired a voice ora veto in
the selection of black faculty
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members in‘osdter departnients,
and again they seck people like
themselves rather than people
who are an implicit threat to what
they represent.

Enrollment in klack sludles
courses has usually been well

below anyone's expectations. The -

number of black students who
tought for the establishnient of
such programs typically far ex-
ceeds the number who regularly
enroll in black studies courses,
much lcss mzjor in the subject.
This is very revealing—notonly
in regard to the quality of these
programs and th¢ black students’
realistic assessnents of them—but
also in regard to the reasons _
behind the original drive to'set up
such programs. The syinbolic

" ‘vatue of black studics was enor-

mous—as a focus for black stu-
dent feelings and frustrations.
There was ncver any correspond-
ing urgency about its cducational
aspect, despitc some rhetorical
Aourishes; and the disappointing
quality of what cmerged did
nothing to create a demand.

In some cases, cxclusions of
white students on grounds that
thcy could not possibly under-
stand “the black experience” have
been rescinded when pathetically
smatl enrollments of black stu-
dents have thrcatened the’jobs of
the ,black studies faculty.

b

The drive to set up black stud-

ies programs and the particular
direction thesc progtams took:-can
be understood only against the
background of the cducational

" situation of black students
generally and of the sudden push
for increased black enrollments in

S,
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colleges and universities,

. Many black students have

" simply not received the kind of

Xducdtion necessary to prepare

them for d¢manding college work,
such as thzﬁ required at [vy
League colleges. Thege is no need
here to assess the relative anmounts

. of blame that should go to the
school system, the home, and so
torth. There (s mpre thanenough -~
blame for everybody. The impor-
tant fact is that many black stu-

" dents enter.col lege with numerous
and serious educational handi-
caps, .

Moreover, the special programs
that are sct up for black students
are oriented toward the question,
“What can Harvard (or Yale or
Ambherst) do to mgintain its
visibility-as an educational
leader?” The question is almost
never posed in terms of where and
in what way the black students can
getjthe besteducation, in the light
of their actual circumstances.

[fthe central subject were, in
fact, the black student rather than
the institution and if the approach
were to place him where his needs
would be best served {rather than
to achieve an institutionally ac-
ceptable racial body count). itis
almost inconceivable that so many
black students would be enrolled
at universities celebrated for their
research output or at clite colleges
geared to studenis who have been
prepared for the experience since
they were out of diapers,

The preoccupation of the aca-
demic world with invidious,
and often simpleminded. cons-
parisons has led to the implicit no-
tion that there are bad, good, and
best schools and that admission is

ERIC 8

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




a question of who “deserves™ to bie
where, In this context, people
often justify™ the admission bt
biack students for whom the in-
stitution is wholly unsuitable on
grounds thatits not the students’
“fault” that they do not meet its
standards. '
=Fhe-real question—whether the
institution meets.their needs—is
seldom asked, orafitis asked. it is
asked in the Utopian sense of
seeking to chiinge the institution
so that itwill cease to be whataitis
an order to accommodate one por-
tion of its student body. Realisti-
cally. this is not going to happen,
dxcept in the linmted sense that a
great research university may find
. it expedient to set up a separate
and unequal progran to keep the
black students quict while the
university goes about its real busi-
ness. This s as unnecessary as it is
dishonest and destructive,
Everyone doces not get a “"bet-
ter™* education at a “better” in-
sutution—particularly when the
institution’s reputation is built on
Ats rescarch putput. as top reputa-
tions are. Many students—white

or black—can learn more inan in-

troductory ccononiics course at
Wabash College than at Harvard
or M.1.T. A student may learn lit-
tle or nothing at an institution that
assumes he has an cducational
background which he just does nét *
have, *

Certainly a course geared o
students with a solid math back-
groupd and or high reading
speedsas soon going'to lose any-
ong without these assets, however
nuch “native ability™ he may
have. The drive of top institutions
to fill their quota (avoiding this
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word Jike the plague, of course)  ~

has led to a mismatehing of black

students andl edueational institu-

I < tons all up and down the line.

If the Ivy League colleges, be-
cause they want a good body ¢
. vount. deain off the black students

of state college caliber, then the
state colleges wil have o get
black students who do not meet
their standards. unless they want
to falt Behind i the numbers
“gane, o

So it goes. all down the aca-
demice pecking order with the
net result that great numbers of
black students are in over their
heads acadenpeally and strugghing
10 stay atloat.”,

The pressures genegated by this |
misiatching are xevere. For many
a black student, acudejnic prob-
Jems are compounded]by his feel-
ing guilty at having pyrsonal ad-
vamtages over famly and friends
back in the ghetto. Tiis guilt
creates-a need 1o demonstrle o
others—and to himself—thut he
has not sold out. that he i\s not
going to be scared, duped, or cor-
rupted by The Man, :

~ Pressures of a different sortare

telt by college officials caught ina
cross fire between angry faculty
members concerned about stan-

\ dards and militants demanding
higher body counts, In thissitua-
tion, black studies is a political

__godsend. . 2

Through black studies, students
who cannot meet high standards
arc givcrjl low standards; students
without the background for
academic work cancngage in rap
sessions instead; students who

have trouble relating to whites

can scgregate themselves with

o 10
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blacks. Of céurse, what s politi-

cally optimal is not educationally

optimyl much less socially op-
inpe h is, in fact, 2 massive »

“eeping of problems under the
rug. The most hopelul sign is that
nany Dlack students themselves
sce this.

The future of special black
studies progeaws and departimients.
tuoks grim. Small earollments
make their survival a problem,
while the inadequate qualifications
of most black studies fae- -
ultics (cothparad to those of
cither blacks or whites inteadi-
tional departmenty) make their
alternative opporthnities for
employ ment 0o pPor Lo Expect
them to accept the 11:‘;:. -of their.
jobs without resortto demagogu-,
ery.
. However, the future of black

tudies as an avenue of intellee-
?u,ll inguiry tooks farimore prom-
}i‘;ing Much interest hyis been -
gcngr.ltul in the subjedt, and it is
"being pursued by uum‘lsum num- R
" bers of able scholars outside of :
black studics programs. The
decline and demise u\ lhqs._ pro-
granis should in fact llllpl’()\’t. the.
prospeets of fruittul inc,ur;, in ’
this field. 3,

!
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By RONALD BERESFORD
BAILEY = . .. .
American Council on Education
Ff.'How in Academic Adminis-

Sm Florida Atantic Universi-
Ql

ata Raton. "

D In 1970 1 wrote a short article
in detense of black studies pro-
grams. ("Why Black Studies?”
Saint Lonis University Magazine,
Winter, 1970; condensed and
reprinted in The Edmtion,
Digest, May, 1970). Essentially, [

O
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argucd that black studizs is con-
cerned with the history and cul-
ture of a people and. on that
basis alone. is a worthy undv.rt.ik-
ing. :
A4 also argued that hlack b;udlc
programs represent the maost
likely institutional strucre under
which courses of and about blacks

" might best be organized and

taught. singe tradttionally -
organized universify. college, and
school departments gcnc.mllx ig-
nore the role of Blacks in the
American expefience. Inshort. |
argued that since black people
were placed beyond the acadentic
pale. it was better 10 have the
history of black people taught
separately. sather than not atall.
In his book. Blach Education:
Myths and Tragedies. Thomas
Sowell highlights mostif.not all of

the shortcomings of black studices
" programs, as he knows them, and

O

he argues rather convineingly.
Nevertheless. in view of his lack
of dmumenmuonuﬁecms Tairto
assume thathls rémarks on black
studjes programs arcbased
la(gcly‘phhns pcrspnzﬂ ex‘pcrg
ences and’ dl ussions with uni-
de ntificd mdwlduals rather than
from,rescarch ana jnvestigation as
defified by usud! wcwdcmu..smn-
dards.

Sowell has a diity to construct a
more systematic (perhaps a sus-

" vey-type) tool to confirm or deny

the validity of his experiences and
those of the individuals X
with whom he conferced. Other-
wise, there i no way to.determine
how accuraicly the problems he
discusses typify black slu’d*e\S\

Dr Bl abea bk, v apalitieal ‘.\tl\l\llbl.\
Flae Baculny vvpenscnos of suveial wmeritiys

o bbbt feas hing anand superonang -
black stuhiey and spuokal servieds prograat,
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programs throughout the country.
;;" I would be remuss, however. if [
/ did not quickly adsf thatTtend to
jgree with some of Sowell’s con-..
clusions. As one who.has both
taughtin and supervised black
“studies . nd special services pro-
grams, { ave faced some of the
probléms he has discussed.
Nevertheless. the e question of how
pervasive or how hyardamemal
these problems are in the universi-
ties throughont the country is stlll
left to conjéerure. -
Sqeopd. 1 do not find my helief
in thefiecd for black studies pro-
15 and Sowell’s criticisim of
zm to be contradictory . Heand |
re talking about (wo different ~ 4
“aspects of the same problem, We
. hisagree. | belreve. m what to do
abbut that préblem.
. l'amsaying that the history of
black people should be taught and
that. given the American aca-
demic milicu. black studies
programs represent thémost
likely p‘mar‘ams in which a con-
centrated effort can be made o ac-
complish this goal.

Sowell. it seems to me. is s‘l)mg_
‘that becausg o the way in which ,
many hayve been ¢reated. organ-
ized. and run and. especially be-
cauge of some of the personnel
seleeted to-be in charge. black:
studies programs hasve not taught
the history of black people very
wétl, These programs. he claims.
have Been. by and large. a dis- *
sertiee rather than a service to the
teaching of and about black pgo-
ple,

-

+

E. 4
Up to this point. Sowetlang |
" arenot 1 any substantial dis-
agreement. dndeed. insofar as my
limited experiences go. [ am of the -

ERIC 11
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opinion that he is correet when he
concludes that some of the pro-
2rams are-not serving very useful
purposes ag they are presently
um:,truat:.j and administered.
Flowever, S%\\ el and I part com-
pany with regard wthu solution or
solutions lulh-. pwl lems he de-
scribes, >~

I infer that he sees only two real
options for the Black studies
faculty member (a)to accept
academie inferiority or (b) to pro-
mote nomcademic goals, Another
opnon would be notto aémndon
black studies programs but to
strengthen them in terms of their
organizition and functions until
they are as geademically sound
and command 4y much respect as

___Iht.. traditional disciplines.

“The problems of black studics,
1t secns (o me. are soluble. First,
the problem of too many hastily
and.ill-eonstructed biack studies
programs €at be solved b)*rcc.np_.,-
nizing that sume univ ersities are
not large enough or financially
seeure enough to house a respeet-
able black studies department.

Those uniy ersities that can ¢s-
tablish good black studies pro-
grams should do so. the remaining
mstitutions should seleet a num-
ber of core courses on blacks and
incorporate these courses into tra-
ditiomal ficlds of studs. For exam-
pie. a course entitled, say. “The
RHistory of Black Americans from
Slavery to Freedom™ might best
be taught in the history depart-
ment. Another eore course on
“The Polities of Inequality™ might
best be taught by political seicnee.

In short, where universities are
able to organize and staft good
blaek studies programs, they
should do so. In instanees where

ERIC 15"
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this is not possible, core courses
of amd about blacks ought 1o be
added in traditional fields of
study.

In this same vein, university
officialy responsible for hiring
taculty for these programs should,
as inany other prograp, scek out
those why are acadephically pre-
p,lr;.d.jz-l do the job. These well-
quadfitd blacks would have no
need! to politicize the students, at
the eapense of educating them, in
order to cstablish a power base for

-, themselves,
By the same token. apd thisisa .

real problent, university officials
must come out from behind such
cliches as I can’t find any quali-
fied blacks.” This kind of

game only inluriates blacks, who
often respond by engaging in some
form of protest. Administrators, in
turn, then rush to hire blacks. It is
precisety in such an atmosphere
that the less able people are
engaged. Adnmnistrators must un-
derstand this phenomenon and
seck out the academically
qualificd before crisis-type situa-
tions oaccur, -

Secomd, it must be inade clear to
black students that while black
studtent protest movements helped
hasten the birth of black studies
prograns, these programs and the
personnelin thém cannot be sub-
jected to every whim of every
black student, Black students
slmuld have inputs into these as
well as other umversity programs,
but they should not be allowed the _
final word on the chairman and
protessors or the course otferings
and how they are to be taught,

In short, black students who
want good programs nust recog-
nize that having a hundred
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different voiees advise how these
programs should be organized and -
run does not help the suecess in-
dex. Rather, such activity only '
serves (o chase.away the.more

able and educationally oriented
professors, who retuse to be sub-
jeeted to such antiintellectual
nonsense. This, in turn, hastens

the demise of the programs.

Third. a number of scholars
w ho have expertise in black stud-
1es should come together in some
way and draw up a model blagk |
studies curriculuin outlining
courses by name and bricfly
describing the probable contents
of cach.

They fight also suggestthe -
ty pe of academic training one
should have cither to direet these -7
programs or to teach the courses
outlined in the model curriculum.

This would serve to eliminate the
“God ealled me™ types, who no
morg belong in the educational
system than they did in the pulpits
or. in more reeent times, in the po-
litical arcna. »

Finally. expedieney-minded ad-
ministrators, as wcil as the incom- ’
petents they have hired, stiould be

~  weeded outr They must be re-
placed. however, by individuals
who are not bnly academically
sccure but who are also iul’ly
aware of the need for and the right
of black folks to have their history
and culture taught and taught
honestly.

I do not believe that the solu-
tion t the problems of black stud-
ies programs is to dismantle them -
any more than I believe that
schools of education or depart-
ments of soetology, which, .

Sowell observes in his book, do not
enjoy high statusin the academic

v

"ERIC, 17 .

. - i
. s




comimunity, should be dismantied.
Rather, I believe that black
. studics programs have some very
necessary and important funetions
to perforni. To dismantle the pro-
grams would mean only that some
other means, with a new set of
problems, would have to be de-
vised in order that the history of
bideks be taught,

The history of black people
must continue to be recorded and
taught, no matter what. For with-
out biack studies, the myths and
tragedies, the hopes and fears, the
dreams and realities of a people
might very well be condemned to
obscurity 1“"45-"(') group of people can
afford lhl@,

Black stuchcs programs, freed
of their problems, properly
organized and scientifically con-
ceived, will remove the historical
ancd Culturalyoid in which blacks
often find themselves.

Blacks and w hites (my lcqchmg
experiences tell me that whites are
also helped by black studies) will
conte to know and understand
black history and culture objec-
tively from those blacks and, |
dare say. unbiased white profes<
sionals who have a thorough
knowledge of Africhn-American
history and culture. .

Through black studics, black
students and w hite students will
be introduced 1o such scien-
tifically oriented scholars as
W.E.B. DuBois. Carter. G. Wood-
son, Charles'H. Wcslcy,.lohn
Hope Franklin, Herbert
Aptheker, Rayford Logan, J.
Saunders Redding, E. Franklin.
Frazier, Martin Jenkins, Loren
Miller, August Meier, ENliott
Rudwick, Benjamin Quarles, St.
Cl'\ir Drake, Kenneth B. Clark,

[C 18
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Matthew Holden, Jr., Harold

Rose, Joanne Grant, Charles

Hamilton, Harold Cruse, Vincent _
Harding, Harry A. Bailey, Jr.,

Thomas R. Dye, Melvin Drim-

Eric Foner, Lerone Bennett,

Louis Harlan. Indeed, J

of the ndmes of the atoremen-
tioned inflividuals, both blacks
and whites. woutld not even be
recognized were it not for their
research efforts on the world of
African-Americans. Somehow,
therefore. it seems inconceivable
.that all of this excellent rescarch
shouid be done on black people
and then not-be disseminated by
some such means as a black stud-
_ies program, i
Thus, [ aim sure that the dis-
tinguished. black scholars who,
Sowell say# in his book, have cri-
ticized black studies programs
could no} against studying and

teaching about black folks, for
they themselves have engaged in
both of these activities.

Rather. not unlikeSowell, they
have undoubtedly criticized the
way in which some of these pro-
grams are presently constructed. |
can understand this critieism.
Constructive criticism is good for
the soul. With.it, black studies
programis can be improved. .

- Can we not then 2o abouit the ™~
important business of restructur-
ing those black studies programs
in need of it so that they may serve
their intendéd purposes of teach-
ing and research? After all, if we .
don’t-haveblack studies in the
classroom, the history of a people
will be relegated to dusty library

‘ shelves. O
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"The future of special

black studies

programs and departments
looks grim.

Those universities that can
establish good black studies
programs should do so.

N
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